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TO AMEMBASSY BONN 
INFO USMISSION BERLIN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USMISSION NATO 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 166488 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, GE, GW, WB 

SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO GDR NOTE ON HIGH SEAS CONVENTION 
REF: A) BONN 10601; B) STATE 124548 

DEPARTMENT AGREES WITH EMBASSY THAT DRAFT REPLY TO GDR 
NOTE PREPARED BY FRG BONN GROUP REP (REFTEL A) OFFERS 
NO POSITIVE GAIN FOR ALLIES. HOWEVER, DEPARTMENT 
CONTINUES TO FAVOR REPLY TO GDR NOTE, FOCUSING ON GDR'S 
LACK OF COMPETENCE TO COMMENT ON QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT 
PROVISIONS. ALLIED RESPONSE SHOULD ALSO CORRECT 
ERRONEOUS IMPRESSION CREATED BY FINAL PHRASE OF LAST 
SENTENCE OF GDR NOTE WHICH IS QUOTED OUT OF CONTEXT. 

WE WOULD HAVE NO OBJECTION IF ALLIED RESPONSE ALSO 
OBSERVED IN PASSING THAT GDR ADHERENCE TO HIGH SEAS 
CONVENTION IS WELCOME. KISSINGER 
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